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Dear Ms McKelvie 
 
Re: Call for Views on Destitution, Asylum and Insecure Immigration Status in 
Scotland 
 
Please do accept my apologies for the delay in responding. 
 
You will have received correspondence from the Ethnics Minorities Law Centre (EMLC), 
dated 20 February 2017 which provides a response to your questions around the service 
provided within Perth & Kinross.  I have appended their replies  below for ease of reference. 
 
Response to Question 1 from EMCL 

The EMLC are funded by Perth & Kinross Council to provide free professional independent 

legal services in relation to Immigration, Asylum, Discrimination Law, Employment Law and 

Criminal Injuries Compensation. They assist those without immigration status in the area to 

apply to regularise their status whether that be through claiming asylum, or submitting 

applications for leave to remain based on their rights under the European Convention on 

Human Rights. This can then help them to access other services and gain the right to work. 

 

The fact that clients have no access to public funds does not restrict individuals access to 

this service and the EMLC can apply for further funding from the Scottish Legal Aid Board in 

order to represent such individuals provided they meet the income and savings threshold. 

They represent clients in their applications to the Home Office and in the Immigration and 

Asylum Tribunals. They also advise on raising Judicial Review actions in the Court of 

Session where claims have been refused and assess if there may be an error of law in the 

decision. 

 

In relation to barriers; initially they identified that the lack of interpreting services was causing 

a barrier to their service, however  have removed this successfully through use of language 

line (a telephone interpreting service). They can also pay for face to face interpreters where 

the individual is funded by Scottish Legal Aid. They have noted that clients do face similar 

barriers when accessing other public services which do not have the same access to either 

the telephone advice service or face to face interpreters. They work closely with partner 
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organisations in the area such as Perth Citizens Advice Bureau, Perth Womens’ Aid, and 

Perth and Kinross Association of Volunteers to ensure they effectively reach out to the ethnic 

minority communities. One barrier they are working to overcome is reaching the communities 

in more rural areas. They currently meet with clients in Perth and are looking to broaden their 

capacity in order to reduce travel costs to clients. 

 

Response to Question 2 from EMLC 

EMLC is focused on providing access to justice for the most vulnerable in society and that 

includes those without secure immigration status and those seeking asylum. They provide 

this service with the aim of promoting equality and to improve the situation of clients so that 

they can go on to access other public services successfully and obtain work once their 

immigration status is regularised. As part of this they undertake a full human rights 

assessment to establish any grounds clients might have to obtain leave to remain or asylum. 

They will also assess whether clients require additional support through other public services 

and refer them on where required, providing advocacy assistance to help clients access 

those services effectively. 

 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
Robert Packham 
Chief Officer 
Perth and Kinross Health & Social Care Partnership  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


